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Judgment of the General Court, of 26 February, 2019, in Cases T-679/16 Athletic Club/
Commission and T-865/16 Fútbol Club Barcelona/Commission

ABSTRACT: The recent judgment of the General Court on State aid granted to Spanish
football club has shed light on the application of the competition policy provision to the
sports sector, in particular on the football one, and both on the rules governing the
burden of proof in accordance with the relevant procedural law applicable at EU level.
The comment will investigate the EU Commission’s critical scrutiny of financial support
granted from the Spanish government to some football clubs as for the criterion of
selectivity of the tax treatment and the procedural approach of the General Court to this
case.
It could be a good exercise (i) to verify the balance between the defense of the competition
policy also in the sport sector and the procedural rules relating to the burden of proof
and (ii) to see in the future how the European Commission will scrutinize the fiscal State
aid, a very hot topic in today’s State aid landscape.
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