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AIUTI DI STATO E SOCIETÀ DI CALCIO IN DIFFICOLTÀ:
I RECENTI CASI “VALENCIA FOOTBALL CLUBS” E

“DUTCH FOOTBALL CLUBS”

di Gabriele Coppo* e Aldo Scalini**

ABSTRACT: In July 2016,the European Commission adopted several
decisions on State aid granted to certain professional football clubs in the
Netherlands and Spain. In five cases, the Commission assessed for the first
time the compatibility of State aid granted to football clubs in financial
difficulty in light of the criteria laid down in the 2004 Guidelines on State
aid for rescuing and restructuring undertakings in difficulty (R&R
Guidelines).
The analysis of the decisions reveals a lenient attitude of the Commission in
the assessment of the compatibility of aids to football clubs in difficulty. While
confirming that professional football constitutes an ‘economic activity’,
entirely falling within the scope of State aid rules, the Commission also
acknowledged that football is highly regulated both at national and European
level. As a result, the Commission agreed that the R&R Guidelines criteria
should be applied in accordance with the regulations adopted by UEFA and
national federations with regard to the so-called ‘financial fair play’ policy.
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